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On 16 September 2026, Sarvajanik University, under the aegis of Sarvajanik Education Society,
organized a “Youth Conclave on Climate Resilience and Sustainable City” through its NSS and
Community Club, in collaboration with UNICEF, Surat Municipal Corporation (SMC), UHCRCE, and
the Child Friendly City Knowledge Centre.

The conclave was organized with the objective of creating awareness among youth about climate
resilience, sustainable urban development, responsible resource utilization, and environmentally
sustainable practices. The programme provided a platform for NSS volunteers and students to study
local environmental challenges, share their observations, and propose practical and innovative
solutions.

Participation

NSS volunteers and students from R. L. Luthra Institute of Management, B.R.C.M. College of
Business Administration, Shree Ramkrishna Institute of Computer Education and Applied Sciences,
and K. P. Human Sarvajanik College of Commerce and Computer Applications, Surat, participated
in the conclave.

The participating students worked in groups and presented their studies, observations, awareness
initiatives, and proposed SMART Solutions addressing various aspects of environmental
sustainability and climate resilience.

Key Themes and Presentations
The students addressed a wide range of environmental and sustainability-related issues, including:
e Water conservation and groundwater management
e Water auditing and efficient utilization of water resources
e Rainwater harvesting
e Water reuse, recycling, and resource recovery
e Food security and sustainable food practices
¢ Waste management and responsible waste disposal
e Relationship between temperature, humidity, and green cover
e Vehicular usage and its impact on the environment
e Air pollution and traffic-related environmental concerns

e Sustainable transportation and mobility on campus
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The students used diverse methods of communication and presentation, including PowerPoint
presentations, posters, street plays (nukkad natak), surveys, interactive dashboards, and
awareness reels. These activities enabled them to communicate environmental concerns in an
engaging and accessible manner while demonstrating their understanding of local sustainability
challenges.

Major Outcomes

The conclave contributed to enhancing environmental awareness, scientific thinking, problem-
solving abilities, and civic responsibility among youth. The participating students gained an
opportunity to connect classroom learning with real-world environmental challenges and to
explore practical approaches for sustainable resource management.

The activity particularly emphasized the role of young people as responsible citizens and active
stakeholders in building climate-resilient and sustainable communities. The proposed solutions
encouraged efficient utilization of natural resources, reduction of environmental impact, adoption
of sustainable practices, and greater community participation.

NSS Significance

The programme was aligned with the core objectives of NSS, particularly community engagement,
social responsibility, environmental awareness, and youth participation in addressing community-
level challenges. Through active participation in research, surveys, awareness activities, and
solution-oriented presentations, NSS volunteers were encouraged to contribute meaningfully
towards environmental sustainability and responsible citizenship.

Conclusion

The Youth Conclave on Climate Resilience and Sustainable City served as a platform for youth
participation, collaborative learning, environmental awareness, and community-oriented problem
solving. The initiative strengthened the engagement of NSS volunteers with contemporary
environmental challenges and encouraged them to take informed and responsible action towards
resource conservation, sustainable living, and the development of climate-resilient communities.

The programme also demonstrated the importance of collaboration among educational
institutions, government agencies, development organizations, and youth groups in advancing the
vision of a sustainable, resilient, and environmentally responsible city.
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